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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
CALL TO ARTISTS

Outdoor mural in downtown Suwanee, GA
Overview

The City of Suwanee Public Arts Commission (PAC) is seeking professional muralists and/or muralist teams
to submit their interest and qualifications to design and install an exterior mural in a new park: Town
Center on Main. The mural will be painted on an exterior unfinished concrete wall approximately 300 sq.
ft. in area (with optional additional surfaces — see Project Scope). The mural may cover the entire surface
of the wall or only a portion of the surface, depending upon the artist and design selected.

ELIGIBILITY

Open to professional public muralists and muralist teams, over the age of 18 who have the demonstrated
ability to execute a public art project of this scale and budget. The selected artist(s) will be required to
comply with the E-Verify process.

SCOPE
There are three options associated within RFQ DETAILS AT A GLANCE
the scope of the project, which may/may

not include adjoining walls and stairs. See DEADLINE TO April 5, 2025
complete details within this RFQ. !

SUBMIT RFQ
_‘?:DG“ETI e budeet for this orofect SELECTION May 5, 2025
e all-Inclusive buadget ror IS project is NOTIFICATION

UP TO $30,000 to include artist fees,
supplies, travel, and other associated DESIGN &

May — July for design with
expenses. This budget would include the .
primary wall, and the addition of any INSTALLATION input from the PAC.

incorporate — including texture, mosaic BUDGET UP TO $30,000 inclusive of
elements, and/or adding the additional ms t;avel Artist fees

adjoining wall and steps (see Project )
Scope). and other associated

expenses.
Visit Suwanee.com/engage/public-art . .
to see the City’s existing murals and other LOCATION City of Suwanee, Georgia

pieces in the permanent collection. (30 mi. northeast of Atlanta)
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https://www.suwanee.com/engage/public-art/permanent-art-collection

Suwanee Community

As a community of over 23,000 residents, the City of Suwanee, considered to be a leader in the public
art realm, is recognized as one of the premier small municipalities in metro Atlanta, Georgia, and the
nation. An award-winning community in a variety of areas, Suwanee has been recognized three times by
Money magazine as one of America’s best places to live, and by both Fortune (2024) and Family Circle
magazines as one of the nation’s best towns for families. The City is committed to continually enhancing
our citizens’ quality of life and our community’s long-term economic vitality.

Public Art Initiative

Believing that public art plays a significant role in helping to create a well-rounded, vibrant community,
Suwanee created the Public Arts Commission (PAC) in 2008. The PAC was charged with enhancing the
quality of life in Suwanee through public art. A hallmark of the City’s public arts initiative is the 1% for
Art focus. All new development, including City construction projects, are challenged to contribute 1% of
costs to the public arts program, whether that be in a cash donation, commissioning a piece of art for
the new property, or purchasing an existing piece that may be on loan within the City.

Public Art Master Plan

The City completed a Public Art Master Plan in 2015 in order to set a vision and develop a strategy
that would help take public art in Suwanee to the next level. The vision outlines three directions; Art
+ City Image (strengthen the visual structure of the city), Art + Play (interactive art), and Art +
Temporary (short-term projects).

This public art project will be the fourth large-scale mural that the City of Suwanee has
commissioned. See ‘Futurist,’ Time to Blossom,” and ‘Transformation’ on our website and in this

document.

To view the Public Art Master Plan in its entirety, please visit Suwanee Public Art Master Plan

What artists are saying...

88 I can say one thing about the installation,
that we've never had a more hospitable

client to install for. We have never had

more support from a city, or even a

private client, during an installation.

I would love to do more work in Suwanee
because it's the best place to install!"

- Michael Szabo

Greater Good, Suwanee’s Veterans
Memorial, installed in 2024 and visible
from the proposed mural location - >
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https://www.suwanee.com/home/showpublisheddocument/1928/636582753350900000

Project Scope

This project’s main focus is a mural on a large 33’ x 12’ triangular wall (approximate). In addition, at
the artist’s discretion, there are two other adjacent surfaces that can be part of this project. The
surface is unfinished concrete, installed in 2023-24.

OPTIONS (See photo for reference):

1. Required — triangular wall facing the stairs and library
2. (Option)—adding the rectangular wall that “wraps” around from the main wall
3. (Option)—adding stair facings (the rise) of all or portions of the adjoining stairs

One, two, or all three components may be included in the final project.

1—primary objective (triangular wall)
2—secondary (rectangular wall)

~ 3—stair facings (some or all) are an additional option P P~~~

Notes:

* The entire surface of the wall(s) does not necessarily need to be fully covered. Thematic elements
with some “white space” may allow the artist to stretch the budget and then incorporate a design
into the other one or two optional spaces.

* We would also entertain creative ideas adding three-dimensional components such as mosaic or
texture — most likely in smaller, focused areas of the overall mural piece.

Please visit this link for a full album, including videos, of the site. https://shorturl.at/cL3vo
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https://shorturl.at/cL3vo

Site Details

The proposed mural site will be a highly visible and well-traveled area of a brand new 25-acre park in
downtown Suwanee, Georgia. This east side of the park is anchored by the local branch of the county
library — the most visited branch in the county.

Please visit this link for a full aloum, including video, of the site. https://shorturl.at/cL3vo

3 ‘ W‘ = =il 7 f— "
& *qﬁﬁn@ﬂmgﬁ/"%‘ u”’

———
s

e

MNEW 25-acre park

-,
ibrary
< Mural wall —= A o

. ~

Playground \
- Playground
Pedestrian tunnel &) Existing 10-acre park
~ 4 «
Polices — U
AN City Hall
\\

Suwanee Town
Center Pork

Page 4


https://shorturl.at/cL3vo

Detailed Dimensions

I
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This wall (triangular wall along the steps) isthe primary Z =
objective for the Mural on Main project. 8 B =B ST

{secondary priority
rectangular wall)

~326.6 sq ft

Measurements are approximate: Total square

footage of “triangle” support wall is ~326.6 sq ft.

*This secondary wall could be included in
the scope of the work.
Measurements are approximate.
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B some or ali steps- could ako be included in the scope of
- thework
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The staircase design by Jordan Sandquist (left) and Chris Sullivan was chosen by The Avenues'’ Arts & Culture committee. Photo: Courtesy of The

Avenues

Construction
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Visibility and Promotion

Suwanee’s public arts program enjoys a robust presence through the City’s website, various printed
materials, a self-guided walkable tour, social media, interactive audio tour, and more. Additionally, a
portion of the funding is provided by the Gwinnett Creativity Fund through Explore Gwinnett, the
county’s destination marketing organization. Explore Gwinnett enhances the visibility of the arts
through its website, special initiatives such as Artober, and has often featured murals and sculptures in
printed or electronic materials.

|
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GWINNETT_'_

M

Suwanee’s public art program features over three dozen permanent and temporary sculptures plus six
murals within a walkable area of downtown. The two parks host over 50 popular events annually,
including concerts, arts festivals, movies, races, and food fests.

Nearby Murals

There are about a dozen murals within Suwanee, several of which are located in walking distance of
the proposed site for this project. Here is just a sampling. All of Suwanee’s art installations can be
viewed at this map: https://www.suwanee.com/engage/public-art/art-driving-tour

Futurist by Shannon Lake Transformation by Lauren Pallotta Stumberg
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Suwanee Mural Request for Qualifications:
Submission Instructions and Details

SELECTION PROCESS

The City of Suwanee Public Arts Commission (PAC) will review all RFQ submissions and will then either
make a final artist selection and work with them to develop a proposal, or select and invite semi-
finalists to develop proposals. If semi-finalists are selected, a stipend will be offered. Once the final
artist/team has been selected, they will work with the PAC and City staff to fully develop a design
concept. Although the wall(s) are located adjacent to the library, the mural does not necessarily need
to be literary-themed.

TIMELINE

° March 5, 2025 — RFQ announced

° April 5, 2025 — Deadline for submissions to be received

° May 5, 2025 — Artist/team selected, or semi-finalists named

° (May 5 —31, 2025 — Design competition phase, if semi-finalists are selected)

° May/June — July, 2025 — Design development and final concept approved by PAC
° August — October 15, 2025 — Project installed and completed by October 15, 2025

APPLICATION
Please submit all materials through the CODAworx.com Portal (see next page for CODAworx

instructions).

All materials to be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 5, 2025.

For more information on the Suwanee public arts program, or this RFQ, please contact:
Kimberly Towne, Special Projects Manager at 678/546-2122 or ktowne@suwanee.com

The Suwanee Public Arts Commission (PAC) reserves the right to accept or reject any and all
submittals, waive technicalities and informalities, change scope of work, and amend said Request for
Qualifications as desired by the PAC. The PAC reserves the right to negotiate with artists and to select
the artists who best meet the PAC’s needs. The dates outlined within this document may be subject
to change.

THANK YOU! We look forward to reviewing your qualifications!

o &Cityof ‘-
S~UWaNee
O o georgia
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CODAworx Submission Process

Applications will be accepted through the CODAworx.com Portal at this link. There is no fee for artists.

https://codaworx.com/rfp/rfp-detail /request-for-qualifications-call-to-artists-outdoor-mural-in-
downtown-suwanee-ga

SUBMISSION MATERIALS:

1) Current professional resume or CV including:

-Contact information

-Your website

-Previous relevant art commissions

-Exhibitions, awards, grants

-Education

-References: Please include at least three (3) art and/or design professionals who have detailed
knowledge of the artist’s work and working methods, including fulfilling deadlines, working with the
community, etc. Include contact name, organization, address, telephone, and email for each reference.

2) Letter of interest including:

-Your name, address, telephone, email, and website for all artist/design team members

-Your interest in this project and your experience working on comparable projects

-Include your philosophy on public art, its integration into the surrounding environment and how
your work and experience will complement this project

-Please describe your eligibility towards the criteria for this project

3) Six (6) samples of work including images of previous projects with similar budgets.
-Image information should include title, date, location, materials, dimensions, budget and client
For a full guide on how to apply for calls on CODAworx, follow this link:

https://knowledge.codaworx.com/knowledge/how-do-you-apply-for-calls-on-codaworx

QUESTIONS:

For questions about the CODAworx RFP application platform, please contact:
Sebastian Norback, CODAworx Product Manager
sebastian@codaworx.com (608) 716-4269

All materials to be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on APRIL 5, 2025.
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